
SAMPLE SHOW

DEFORESTATION 
IN ZAMBIA
IBT Training 3

CHILDREN ’S  R ADIO
FOUN DATION



S&S

Despite the im-
provements in 

education, information and 
general awareness of the 

importance of forests, deforesta-
tion has not reduced much, and 
there are still many individuals, 

communities and companies 
destroying forest lands for 

personal gain.2

Zambia is one of the most forested countries in Africa, with approximately 66% of its land surface 
covered by forest.

About half of Zambia’s forests have already been destroyed. Millions of people, animals and plants 
are endangered by the destruction of forests. If we continue to clear forests, the benefits of this 
important ecosystem could be lost forever.

Forests are important because trees clean the air we breathe. They absorb harmful carbon dioxide 
in the atmosphere and they provide us with fresh oxygen. 

We can help save forests by reducing our consumption and reusing materials. This is called 
recycling. If we recycle products that come from trees such as paper and timber, then we can use 
them over and over again and lower the demand to cut down more trees.

Que dit la loi

Resources

Deforestation is the cutting down or clearing of forests, with no intention of re-planting trees. 
Forests are cleared for many different reasons. 

Some of the most common ones are:
- For trees, which are used or sold as timber, wood or fuel, often in the form of firewood or charcoal
- For agricultural activities such as farming and grazing fields for livestock 
- To put up new buildings, homes, industries and roads for urbanization and human settlement 
- To make room for mining activities underground
 
In Zambia, forests cover over half of the total land area. The livelihoods of many people in the 
country depend on its forests. 

What is deforestation?

Did you know?

Your Provincial and District Forestry Offices in Zambia:  www.minrep.gov.zm 

Information on trees in Zambia: www.trees-4-zambia.com 

Youth and climate change: http://www.un.org/esa/socdev/documents/youth/fact-sheets/youth-
climatechange.pdf 

Key words and phrases to Google for information and YouTube: deforestation, trees in Zambia, 
climate change in Zambia, environmental issues in Zambia

Also remember there are lots of other local resources: newspapers, community-based organizations 
and environmental experts you can explore

Deforestation 
is the cutting of trees 

to transform a forest into 
cleared land. It’s the first step 

in turning the wilderness into a 
shopping center,
 neighborhood, 

factory or mine is 
deforestation.
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Find out about deforestation for yourself 

Preparing for the show

Unpacking 
deforestation  

Choose an angle 
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Research articles and watch You Tube videos about 
deforestation in Zambia 

Think of local examples around you that increase 
deforestation in your community and make a list 

Think of ways that your consumption at home, 
school or in the community increases the demand for 
deforestation and make a list  

Look up new words you come across that are linked to 
deforestation

Discuss these words, examples and information with 
your production group

What deforestation is and what 
it looks like by sharing different 
examples 

What are the root causes of 
deforestation in Zambia?

Why does deforestation matter?  Why 
does it matter to young people in my 
community and Zambia at large?

 Different ways to unpack 
deforestation

“The best time 
to plant a tree 
was 20 years 

ago. The second 
best time is 

now.” – Chinese 
Proverb

There are many different ways to 
talk about deforestation

Unpacking what deforestation is 

The reasons deforestation happens 

The effects of deforestation 

What will happen to the community and country if 
deforestation continues?

What can be done about deforestation (solutions 
and alternatives to deforestation)?

Now is not too
 late to stop 
deforestation

“When we plant trees, we 
plant the seeds of peace 

and seeds of hope”. 

Wanagri Maathai, 
environmental activist and 
2004 Nobel Peace Prize 

Laureate
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    Vox Pop

Vox Pop’s aim: to get many opinions on one topic. Who do you talk to: Anybody from the community
Questions to ask to your interviewees: 

- Do you think deforestation is a problem in your community? 
- Do you think that deforestation has a negative impact on your life? 

   Audio commentary

Audio commentary’s aim: to get people’s opinion about a topic that they care deeply about 

Who do you talk to: A forestry ranger who witnesses the consequences of deforestation on a daily basis. 

   Audio profile 

Audio profile’s aim: To get a first person account of someone’s experience, passion and journey. Audio 
profiles often aim to inspire. 

Who do you talk to: A climate activist who is involved in a tree planting campaign

Trigger questions to ask to get the person thinking before they record their profile

- You are trying to change mindsets in your community by taking action, can you tell us a bit more about it?
- What was the turning point, the moment when you realise that that was your cause?
- What would you say to young people who think that it is too late to stop deforestation and climate 
change?

      PSA

The aim of a PSA: to create a public awareness message

Example of PSA topic: Raise awarness against charcoal burning       
              
              
              

Radio Features 

Please note 
there are also inter-

view questions in the 
sample show below
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Show outline 

You must always introduce your show and 
radio features. Then once you’ve played your 
features have a concluding statement for each 
one. Don’t forget a final conclusion for the 
very end of the show.
Use links (facts, tips, did you knows, music) to 
glue it all together.

Now write your radio script

General Intro

Intro Vox Pop

Vox Pop

Outro Vox Pop

Music transition

Intro audio commentary

Audio commentary

Outro commentary

Music transition & jingle

Intro interview (or intro audio-profile)

Interview (or audio-profile)

Outro interview (or outro audio profile)

Music transition & jingle
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[GENERAL INTRODUCTION]

Host 1: It’s just gone [TIME] and you’re in time for 
[NAME OF SHOW] on [RADIO 
STATION]. My name is [NAME].

Host 2: And my name is [NAME]. Today’s show is 
about our environment.

Host 1: And we’ll be specifically talking about 
deforestation (pronounced as 
dee-for-is-tation)

Host 2: Deforestation is the cutting down or 
clearing of forests, with no 
intention of re-planting the trees. 
It’s something we see around us, 
in our community and all over 
the country.

Host 1: Let’s hear more about deforestation.

How to present your show

 Once you’ve 
finalised your script, 
produced your radio 

features, finalised 
your show “clock” it’s 
time to go live on air!
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[GENERAL OUTRO]

Host 1: Today we’ve learnt about deforestation.

Host 2: It’s been an eye opener to learn how we 
can also be part of the solution.

Host 1: next week on [DAY] at [TIME] we’ll be 
talking about [NEXT WEEK’S 
SHOW TOPIC]. Until then, its 
bye from us!

Suggested questions for your interview 
with someone who knows about 
environmental issues (forestry expert, 
environmental activist)

Can you explain what deforestation is? 

How big a problem is deforestation in 
Zambia? 

What will happen if things do not change? 

What are some of the solutions and 
alternatives to deforestation?

What can we do to make a difference? (Can 
you give examples)

Use your produced radio features, 
your research, and the suggested 
script and questions to write your 
own script.


